
Wine Description
Mossback Chardonnay is an elegant example of the fruit harvested on the family-owned 
vineyards in the heart of the Russian River Valley. To bring that concept home, we cold-ferment  
the majority of this wine to accentuate the classic characteristics of grapes grown in that cool 
Sonoma County appellation. Aromas of Pippin apple and mango provide the fanfare for  
crisp flavors of tropical fruit and Key lime with hints of cinnamon and butter. Serve this  
lively wine with Waldorf salad, triple-crème cheese or a classic fettuccine alfredo.

Brand Story
The term “Mossback” is an old expression for farmers—folks connected to their roots  
and to the land. Our label conjures images of the mossy stones, tree trunks and end  
posts so prevalent in California’s cool coastal regions, home to some of the most  
renowned grape growers in the world. The wines are a nod to those men and women,  
who understand more than anyone the delicate relationship between vine, 
climate and soil.

Winemaking Notes
Most of the fruit in our Mossback Chardonnay is grown in the heart of the Russian 
River Valley appellation. The 2014 vintage is our fourth from the Aquarius Vineyard 
since replanting. We also source grapes from neighboring Balletto Vineyard. 
Determining when to pick is the most critical decision in this cool region. Patience is  
key, as some years the fruit will not fully mature until November, giving rise to constant 
concerns over rain and frost. When Mother Nature cooperates, we’re rewarded with the 
most intensely flavored wine around. We cold ferment 66% of this wine to preserve and 
enhance that crisp, fruity character, and barrel ferment the remainder to add subtle oak  
and vanilla richness. We also bring in a little slice of home, blending a small amount of  
our Dunnigan Hills Chardonnay to increase complexity and add tropical notes.
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Appellation: Russian River Valley
Blend: 100% Chardonnay
Russian River Valley:
 62% Aquarius Vineyard
 26% Balletto Vineyard
Dunnigan Hills:
 12% Matchbook Vineyard

Alcohol: 13.9%   
TA: 5.71   
pH: 3.48   
RS: .21
Production: 4,000 cases


